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Court preserves law to keep Native American children with tribal families 


Demonstrators stand outside of the U.S. Supreme Court, as the court hears arguments over the Indian Child Welfare Act on Nov. 9, 
2022, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court on Thurs- 
day preserved the system 
that gives preference to 
Native American families 
in foster care and adop- 
tion proceedings of Native 
children, rejecting a broad 
attack from some Repub- 
lican-led states and white 
families who argued it is 
based on race. 
The court left in place the 
1978 Indian Child Welfare 
Act, which was enacted 
to address concerns that 
Native children were be- 
ing separated from their 
families and, too frequent- 
ly, placed in non-Native 
homes. 
Tribal leaders have backed 
the law as a means of pre- 
serving their families, tradi- 
tions and cultures and had 
warned that a broad ruling 
against the tribes could 
have 
undermined 
their 
ability to govern them- 
selves. 
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Court preserves law to keep Native American children with tribal families 


Continued from Front 


The “issues are complicat- 
ed” Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett wrote for a seven- 
justice majority that includ- 
ed the court’s three liberals 
and four of its six conserva- 
tives, but the “bottom line 
is that we reject all of pe- 
titioners’ challenges to the 
statute.” 
Justices Clarence Thomas 
and Samuel Alito dissent- 
ed, each writing that Con- 
gress lacks the authority to 
interfere with foster care 
placements 
and 
adop- 
tions, typically the province 
of the states. The decision, 
Alito wrote, “disserves the 
rights and interests of these 
children.” 
But Justice Neil Gorsuch, a 
Colorado native who has 
emerged as a champion 
of Native rights since join- 
ing the court in 2017, wrote 
in a separate opinion that 
the decision “safeguards 
the ability of tribal mem- 
bers to raise their children 
free from interference by 
state authorities and other 
outside parties.” 
The leaders of tribes in- 
volved in the case called 
the outcome a major vic- 
tory for tribes and Native 
children. 
“We hope this decision will 
lay to rest the political at- 
tacks aimed at diminishing 
tribal sovereignty and cre- 
ating instability throughout 


Indian law that have per- 
sisted for too long,” said a 
joint statement from Chero- 
kee Nation Principal Chief 
Chuck Hoskin, Jr., Morongo 
Band of Mission Indians 
Chairman Charles Martin, 
Oneida Nation Chairman 
Tehassi Hill and Quinault In- 
dian Nation President Guy 
Capoeman. 
President Joe Biden, whose 
administration 
defended 
the law at the high court, 
noted that he supported 
the law 45 years ago when 
was a Democratic senator 
from Delaware. 
“Our Nation’s painful his- 
tory looms large over to- 
day’s decision. In the not- 
so-distant past, Native chil- 
dren were stolen from the 
arms of the people who 
loved them,” Biden said in 
a statement. 
Congress passed the law 
in response to the alarming 
rate at which Native Ameri- 
can and Alaska Native chil- 
dren were taken from their 
homes by public and pri- 
vate agencies. 
The 
law 
requires 
states 
to notify tribes and seek 
placement with the child’s 
extended family, members 
of the child’s tribe or other 
Native American families. 
Three white families, the 
state of Texas and a small 
number of other states 
claimed the law is uncon- 
stitutional under the equal 
protection clause because 


it was based on race. They 
also contended it puts the 
interests of tribes ahead of 
children 
and 
improperly 
allows the federal govern- 
ment too much power 
over adoptions and foster 
placements, 
areas 
that 
typically are under state 
control. 
The lead plaintiffs in the Su- 
preme Court case — Chad 
and Jennifer Brackeen of 
Fort Worth, Texas — ad- 
opted a Native American 
child after a prolonged le- 
gal fight with the Navajo 
Nation, one of the two larg- 
est Native American tribes, 
based in the Southwest. 
The Brackeens are trying to 
adopt the boy’s 5-year-old 
half-sister, known in court 
papers as Y.R.J., who has 
lived with them since infan- 
cy. The Navajo Nation has 
opposed that adoption. 
At last fall’s arguments, sev- 
eral conservative justices 
expressed concern about 
at least one aspect of the 
law that gives preference 
to Native parents, even if 
they are of a different tribe 
than the child they are 
seeking to adopt or foster. 
Among them was Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh, who was 
in the majority Thursday in 
favor of the tribes. But Ka- 
vanaugh injected a cau- 
tionary note in a separate 
opinion focused on the 
preferences for Native fos- 
ter and adoptive parents. 


“In my view, the equal 
protection issue is serious,” 
Kavanaugh wrote, com- 
menting that the race of 
prospective parents and 
children could be used to 
reject a foster placement 
or adoption, “even if the 
placement 
is 
otherwise 
determined to be in the 
child’s best interests.” 
The Supreme Court dealt 
with that issue by deter- 
mining that neither Texas 
nor the parents had legal 
standing to make that ar- 
gument in this case. 
The Brackeens and others 
can make those arguments 
in state court proceedings, 
the justices said. 
Matthew McGill, who rep- 
resented the Brackeens at 
the Supreme Court, said 
he would press a racial dis- 
crimination claim in state 


court. “Our main concern 
is what today’s decision 
means for the little girl, Y.R.J 
. — now five years old — 
who has been a part of the 
Brackeen family for nearly 
her whole life. The Court 
did not address our core 
claim that ICWA impermis- 
sibly discriminates against 
Native American children 
and families that wish to 
adopt them, saying it must 
be brought in state court,” 
McGill said in a statement. 
All the children who have 
been involved in the cur- 
rent case at one point are 
enrolled or could be en- 
rolled as Navajo, Chero- 
kee, White Earth Band of 
Ojibwe and Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo. Some of the adop- 
tions have been finalized 
while some are still being 
challenged.q 


Demonstrators stand outside of the U.S. Supreme Court, as the 
court hears arguments over the Indian Child Welfare Act, Nov. 
9, 2022, in Washington. 
Associated Press 


DeSantis ratchets up feud with California governor Newsom 


By STEVE PEOPLES 
AP National Political Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Repub- 


lican Gov. Ron DeSantis of 
Florida escalated his feud 
with California Gov. Gavin 


Newsom on Thursday, dar- 
ing the West Coast Demo- 
crat to "stop pussyfooting 
around" and launch a pri- 
mary 
challenge 
against 
President Joe Biden. 
DeSantis, who announced 
his presidential campaign 
late last month, took on 
Newsom during a news 
conference in Florida in 
which he was asked about 
Newsom's 
recent 
com- 
ments to Fox News agree- 
ing to a hypothetical de- 
bate with DeSantis hosted 
by Sean Hannity. 
"He's got huge problems 
in his state –- I mean, like, 
huge problems in his state," 
DeSantis said. "Yet with all 
those problems, he has a 


real serious fixation on the 
state of Florida. I think it's 
just bizarre." 
DeSantis then turned to the 
Democrats' 2024 primary 
election, in which Biden is 
facing only token opposi- 
tion. 
"You know what? Stop 
pussyfooting around," De- 
Santis said. "Are you gonna 
throw your hat in the ring 
and challenge Joe? Are 
you going to get in and do 
it? Or are you just gonna sit 
on the sidelines and chirp?" 
DeSantis' jab comes as he 
shies away from confronta- 
tion with his chief rival in the 
GOP's White House prima- 
ry, former President Donald 
Trump. Newsom has pre- 


viously said he would not 
challenge Biden in 2024 but 
has taken steps to boost his 
national profile in recent 
months. 
While several of Trump's Re- 
publican rivals have raised 
concerns about his federal 
indictment, DeSantis has 
largely avoided the sub- 
ject. The governor made 
only a brief mention of 
the charges in a weekend 
speech to the North Caro- 
lina GOP during which he 
focused his censure on the 
Justice Department and 
the Biden administration. 
DeSantis has been much 
more willing to lean into 
fights against Democrats 
and the media.q 


This combination of photos shows California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom speaking in Sacramento, Calif., on June 24, 2022, left, 
and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis speaking in Sioux Center, Iowa, 
May 13, 2023, right. 
Associated Press 
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By JAKE OFFENHARTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — For- 
mer New York City Mayor 
Bill de Blasio was ordered 
Thursday to pay $475,000 
by a city ethics board that 
found he misused public 
funds on a police security 
detail during his failed presi- 
dential bid. 
The hefty fine is the largest 
ever handed out by New 
York’s Conflicts of Inter- 
est Board, capping off a 
yearslong investigation into 
the two-term mayor’s use 
of taxpayer dollars to cover 
the travel costs of NYPD of- 
ficers who accompanied 
him on cross-country cam- 
paign stops. 
Under the ruling, which he 
has vowed to appeal, de 
Blasio, a Democrat, will be 
forced to reimburse the city 
for $320,000 spent on the of- 
ficers’ flights, hotels, meals 
and rental cars during the 


four-month campaign. He 
will also have to pay a fine 
of $25,000 for each of the 
security detail’s 31 out-of- 
state trips, amounting to 
$155,000. 
The order was handed 
down by the Conflicts of 
Interest Board Chair, Milton 
Williams, who found that 
de Blasio “plainly violated” 


the city’s prohibition on 
using public resources to 
advance a political cam- 
paign. De Blasio was ad- 
vised of this rule prior to his 
campaign, but “disregard- 
ed the Board’s advice,” 
Williams wrote in his ruling. 
In a statement, an attor- 
ney for de Blasio, Andrew 
G. Celli Jr., described the 


ruling as “reckless and arbi- 
trary,” arguing that recent 
acts of political violence 
underscored the security 
needs of public servants. 
“In the wake of the January 
6th insurrection, the shoot- 
ings of Congressmembers 
Giffords and Scalise, and al- 
most daily threats directed 
at local leaders around the 
country, the COIB’s (Con- 
flicts of Interest Board’s) ac- 
tion – which seeks to saddle 
elected officials with secu- 
rity costs that the City has 
properly borne for decades 
– is dangerous, beyond the 
scope of their powers, and 
illegal,” he wrote. 
De Blasio has faced previ- 
ous allegations of misusing 
his security detail. Months 
before he left office in 2021, 
a report by the city’s De- 
partment of Investigation 
found he treated the of- 
ficers as a “concierge ser- 
vice,” using them to move 


his daughter into an apart- 
ment and shuttle his son to 
college. 
De Blasio did consult with 
the Conflicts of Interest 
Board about the costs of his 
security prior to announc- 
ing his presidential cam- 
paign in May 2019. He was 
told the salaries for NYPD 
officers would be covered, 
but that all other costs as- 
sociated with their travel 
would not, the board said. 
Casey accused de Blasio 
of showing a “deliberate 
indifference” to the city’s 
ethics board, then blam- 
ing his own employees for 
the error. “It is troubling that 
during his DOI (Department 
of Investigation) interview 
respondent repeatedly at- 
tempted to shift blame to 
his lawyers and campaign 
staff, while failing to recog- 
nize his personal responsi- 
bility for following the law,” 
Casey wrote.q 


By FRANK BAJAK 
AP Technology Writer 
Suspected 
state-backed 
Chinese hackers used a 
security hole in a popular 
email security appliance to 
break into the networks of 
hundreds of public and pri- 
vate sector organizations 
globally, nearly a third of 
them government agen- 
cies including foreign minis- 
tries, the cybersecurity firm 
Mandiant said Thursday. 
“This is the broadest cy- 
ber espionage campaign 
known to be conducted by 
a China-nexus threat actor 
since the mass exploitation 
of Microsoft Exchange in 
early 2021,” Charles Car- 
makal, Mandiant’s chief 
technical officer, said in a 
emailed statement. That 
hack compromised tens 
of thousands of computers 
globally. 
In a blog post Thursday, 
Google-owned 
Mandi- 
ant expressed “high con- 
fidence” that the group 
exploiting a software vul- 
nerability in Barracuda Net- 
works’ Email Security Gate- 
way was engaged in “es- 
pionage activity in support 


of the People’s Republic of 
China.” It said the activivity 
began as early as October. 
The hackers sent emails 
containing malicious file 
attachments to gain ac- 
cess to targeted organiza- 
tions’ devices and data, 
Mandiant said. Of those 
organizations, 
55% 
were 
from the Americas, 22% 
from Asia Pacific and 24% 
from Europe, the Middle 
East and Africa and they 
included foreign ministries 
in Southeast Asia, foreign 
trade offices and academ- 
ic organizations in Taiwan 
and Hong Kong. the com- 
pany said. Mandiant said 
the majority impact in the 
Americas may partially re- 
flect the geography of Bar- 
racuda’s customer base. 
Barracuda announced on 
June 6 that some of its its 
email security appliances 
had been hacked as early 
as October, giving the in- 
truders a back door into 
compromised 
networks. 
The hack was so severe the 
California company rec- 
ommended fully replacing 
the appliances. 
After discovering it in mid- 


May, Barracuda released 
containment and remedia- 
tion patches but the hack- 
ing group, which Mandi- 
ant identifies as UNC4841, 
altered their malware to 
try to maintain access, 
Mandiant said. The group 
then “countered with high 
frequency operations tar- 
geting a number of victims 
located in at least 16 differ- 
ent countries.” 
Word of the breach as U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken departs for China 
this weekend as part of the 
Biden administration’s push 
to repair deteriorating ties 
between Washington and 
Beijing. 
His visit had initially been 
planned for early this year 
but was postponed indefi- 
nitely after the discovery 
and shootdown of what 
the U.S. said was a Chinese 
spy balloon over the United 
States. 
Mandiant said the targeting 
at both the organizational 
and individual account lev- 
els, focused on issues that 
are high policy priorities for 
China, particularly in the 
Asia Pacific region. It said 


the hackers searched for 
email accounts of people 
working for governments of 
political or strategic interest 
to China at the time they 
were participating in diplo- 
matic meetings with other 
countries. 
In a emailed statement 
Thursday, Barracuda said 
about 5% of its active Email 
Security Gateway appli- 
ances worldwide showed 
evidence of potential com- 
promise. It said it was pro- 
viding replacement appli- 
ances to affected custom- 
ers at no cost. 
The U.S. government has 
accused Beijing of being its 
principal cyberespionage 
threat, with state-backed 
Chinese hackers stealing 


data from both the private 
and public sector. 
In terms of raw intelligence 
affecting the U.S., China’s 
largest electronic infiltra- 
tions have targeted OPM, 
Anthem, Equifax and Mar- 
riott. 
Earlier this year, Microsoft 
said state-backed Chinese 
hackers have been target- 
ing U.S. critical infrastruc- 
ture and could be laying 
the technical groundwork 
for the potential disruption 
of critical communications 
between the U.S. and Asia 
during future crises. 
China says the U.S. also en- 
gages in cyberespionage 
against it, hacking into 
computers of its universities 
and companies.q 


Chinese spies breached hundreds of 
public, private networks, security firm says 


Attendees walk past an electronic display showing recent cy- 
berattacks in China at the China Internet Security Conference in 
Beijing, on Sept. 12, 2017. 


Associated Press 


Ex-NYC Mayor de Blasio ordered to pay $475K for misusing public funds 


New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio speaks at the opening of New 
York’s Wollman Rink in Central Park, Nov. 14, 2021. 


Associated Press 
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By JOEY CAPPELLETTI 
Associated Press 
LANSING, Mich. (AP) — The 
denial of employment or 
educational 
opportuni- 
ties due to discrimination 
based on natural and pro- 
tective hairstyles, such as 
Afros, cornrows or dread- 
locks, will be prohibited in 
Michigan under legislation 
signed Thursday by Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer. 
The new law, known as the 
Crown Act, will amend the 
state’s civil rights law to 
ban discrimination based 
on hair texture and protec- 
tive hairstyles within em- 
ployment, housing, educa- 
tion and places of public 
accommodation. 
State Sen. Sarah Anthony, 
who first introduced similar 
legislation in 2019, said at 


Thursday’s signing in Lan- 
sing that for years, she’s 
heard “the stories of men 
and women and children 
who are denied opportuni- 
ties here in our state,” due 
to hair discrimination. 
“Let’s call it what it is: hair 
discrimination 
is 
nothing 
more than thinly veiled ra- 
cial discrimination,” said 
Anthony, the first Black 
woman to represent Lan- 
sing in the state Senate. 
While 
previous 
attempts 
at passing the Crown Act 
in Michigan failed in the 
Republican-led Legislature, 
the legislation was passed 
this year with bipartisan 
support with a 100-7 vote in 
the state House. 
Michigan will become the 
23rd state to pass a version 
of the Crown Act, accord- 


ing to the governor’s office. 
The U.S. House passed a bill 
to prohibit hair discrimina- 
tion last year but it failed to 
advance in the U.S. Senate. 
Supporters of the law have 
pointed to a 2019 study by 
Dove that showed one in 
five Black women working 
in office or sales settings 
have said they had to alter 
their natural hair. The study 
also found Black students 
are far more likely to be sus- 
pended for dress code or 
hair violations. 
Marian Scott, a student 
from Jackson, Michigan, 
joined lawmakers at Thurs- 
day’s signing. In 2019, Scott, 
then an 8-year-old, was 
told that she could not take 
school pictures because 
her red hair extensions vio- 
lated school policies. 


In 2021, a biracial 7-year- 
old girl in Michigan had her 
hair cut by a school worker 
without her parents’ per- 
mission. The girl’s father, 


Jimmy Hoffmeyer, filed a $1 
million lawsuit against the 
school district, alleging ra- 
cial discrimination and eth- 
nic intimidation.q 


Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signs Crown Act legislation on 
Thursday, June 15, 2023 in Lansing, Mich. that will outlaw race- 
based hairstyle discrimination in workplaces and schools. 


Associated Press 


Michigan bans hairstyle discrimination in workplaces and schools 


ALBANY, Ga. (AP) — Dam- 
aging winds and possible 
tornadoes toppled trees, 
damaged buildings and 
blew cars off a highway 
Wednesday as powerful 
storms crossed the South 
from Texas to Georgia. 
The National Weather Ser- 
vice issued numerous tor- 
nado warnings, mainly in 
southeast Alabama and 
southwest Georgia, and 
cautioned that gusts of hur- 
ricane-force winds exceed- 
ing 90 mph (145 kph) were 
possible in parts of north- 
east Louisiana and central 
Mississippi. Some areas also 
were pelted with large hail. 
Witnesses posted video of 
tornadoes hitting Abbeville 
and Eufala in Alabama. 
In Georgia, authorities in 
Troup County told WSB-TV 
that a person was struck by 
lightning Wednesday after- 
noon. There was no imme- 
diate word on that person’s 
condition. 
Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple across both Alabama 
and Georgia were without 
power Wednesday night 
amid the storms, according 
to each of the state’s pow- 
er providers. At one point, 
the outages were affecting 


close to 50,000 people in 
Alabama alone. 
Forecasters 
said 
severe 
storm threats could per- 
sist into Thursday, with the 
greatest risk across south- 
ern Alabama and Georgia 
into the Florida Panhandle 
as well as Oklahoma and 
parts of northern Texas and 


southern Kansas. 
Felecia Bowser, meteorolo- 
gist in charge for the Na- 
tional Weather Service in 
Tallahassee, Florida, called 
the 
far-reaching 
inland 
storm system unprecedent- 
ed for this time of year. 
“In 
June, 
we’re 
usually 
gearing up more for tropi- 


cal weather,” Bowser said. 
“This type of widespread, 
aggressive 
precipitation 
that we’re seeing today 
usually occurs more so in 
the spring.” 
Two people escaped un- 
harmed from a home that 
was destroyed Wednesday 
as storms raked rural south- 


west 
Georgia, 
Calhoun 
County Sheriff Josh Hilton 
said. He told WALB-TV the 
home in Quail County Plan- 
tation, near the county 
line with neighboring Early 
County, was demolished. 
Video posted on social 
media showed a large fun- 
nel cloud churning on the 
horizon near the rural city 
of Blakely, and officials in 
nearby 
communities 
re- 
ported downed trees and 
snapped power lines. Con- 
nie Hobbs, the elected 
commission chairman for 
neighboring Baker County, 
said hail stones up to golf- 
ball size rained down in her 
yard. 
Tornado 
warnings 
were issued for southwest 
Georgia’s largest city, Alba- 
ny, and surrounding Dough- 
erty County on Wednesday 
afternoon. County govern- 
ment spokeswoman Wen- 
dy Howell said there had 
been no reports of signifi- 
cant damage or injuries. 
“The big concern is flood- 
ing,” Howell said as rain 
hammered 
at 
windows 
Wednesday 
evening. 
“We’re such a flat area, 
and there’s already water 
standing” on and along- 
side the roads.q 


This screenshot taken from a video shows a tornado on June 14, 2023, in Blakely, Ga. 
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Punishing winds, possible tornadoes inflict damage as storms cross 
U.S. South 
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By KIRSTEN GRIESHABER 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — The organi- 
zation that handles claims 
on behalf of Jews who suf- 
fered under the Nazis said 
Thursday that Germany has 
agreed to extend another 
$1.4 billion (1.29 billion eu- 
ros) overall for Holocaust 
survivors around the globe 
for the coming year. 
The 
compensation 
was 
negotiated with Germa- 
ny’s finance ministry and 
includes $888.9 million to 
provide home care and 
supportive services for frail 
and vulnerable Holocaust 
survivors. 
Additionally, increases of 
$175 million to symbolic 
payments of the Hard- 
ship 
Fund 
Supplemen- 
tal program have been 
achieved, impacting more 
than 
128,000 
Holocaust 
survivors globally, accord- 
ing to the New York-based 
Conference on Jewish Ma- 
terial Claims Against Ger- 
many, also referred to as 
the Claims Conference. 
“Every year these nego- 
tiations become more and 
more critical as this last 
generation of Holocaust 
survivors age and their 
needs increase,” said Greg 
Schneider, the Claims Con- 
ference’s executive vice 
president. 
“Being able to ensure di- 
rect payments to survivors 
in addition to the expan- 


sions to the social welfare 
services is essential in mak- 
ing sure every Holocaust 
survivor is taken care of for 
as long as it is required, ad- 
dressing each individual 
need,” Schneider added. 
The Hardship Fund Supple- 
mental payment was origi- 
nally established to be a 
one-time payment, negoti- 
ated during the COVID-19 
lockdowns and eventually 
resulted in three supple- 
mental payments for eli- 
gible Holocaust survivors. 
This year, Germany again 
agreed to extend the hard- 
ship payment, which was 
set to end in December 


2023, through 2027. 
The amount for each of the 
additional years was set at 
approximately $1,370 per 
person for 2024, $1,425 for 
2025, $1,480 for 2026 and 
$1,534 for 2027. 
The 
survivors 
receiving 
these payments largely are 
Russian Jews who weren’t 
in camps or ghettos, and 
aren’t eligible for pension 
programs, the Claims Con- 
ference said. 
As children they fled the so- 
called Einsatzgruppen Nazi 
mobile killing units charged 
with murdering entire Jew- 
ish communities. More than 
1 million Jews were killed 


by these units, which op- 
erated largely by shooting 
hundreds and thousands of 
Jews at a time and burying 
them in mass pits. 
“For those who were able 
to flee and survive they 
are some of the poorest in 
the survivor community; the 
loss of time, family, property 
and life cannot be made 
whole,” the group said. 
“By expanding payments 
to these survivors, the Ger- 
man government is ac- 
knowledging 
that 
this 
suffering is still being felt 
deeply, both emotionally 
and financially,” the group 
said in a statement. “While 


symbolic, these payments 
provide financial relief for 
many aging Jewish Holo- 
caust survivors living around 
the world.” 
With the end of World War II 
now nearly eight decades 
ago, all living Holocaust 
survivors are elderly, and 
many suffer from numerous 
medical 
issues 
because 
they 
were 
deprived 
of 
proper nutrition when they 
were young. 
As the number of survivors 
dwindles, the Claims Con- 
ference also negotiated 
continuing funding for Ho- 
locaust education, which 
has been extended for two 
more years and increased 
each year by $3.3 million. 
The newly negotiated fund- 
ing amounts are approxi- 
mately $41.6 million for 2026 
and $45 million for 2027. 
Since 1952, the German 
government has paid more 
than $90 billion to individu- 
als for suffering and losses 
resulting from persecution 
by the Nazis. 
In 2023, the Claims Con- 
ference projects it will dis- 
tribute hundreds of millions 
in compensation to more 
than 200,000 survivors in 83 
countries and allocated 
more than $750 million in 
grants to more than 300 so- 
cial service agencies world- 
wide that provide vital 
services for Holocaust sur- 
vivors, such as home care, 
food and medicine.q 


By NICK PERRY 
Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — A drug syndicate 
that tried to smuggle tons 
of methamphetamine from 
Canada to Australia and 
New Zealand by hiding it in 
shipments of maple syrup 
and canola oil has had 
its ruse busted, authorities 
said Thursday. 
Authorities from the three 
nations say they worked 
together for more than 
five months to unravel the 
elaborate 
scheme 
that 
was worth billions of dollars. 
Authorities in New Zealand 
and Australia say they’ve 
made a dozen arrests and 


expect more to come, 
while Canadian authorities 
said they are still investigat- 
ing the case and aren’t yet 
providing all the details. 
Australian police said they 
intercepted four separate 
hauls of meth weighing 
more than six tons and filed 
charges against six men. 
They said that in January, 
Canadian authorities alert- 
ed them that 2,900 liters 
(766 gallons) of liquid meth 
had been hidden in 180 
bottles of canola oil bound 
for Australia. 
They said Canadian au- 
thorities swapped out the 
meth for a harmless sub- 
stance and allowed the 


shipment to continue. 
Australian police said that 
two 
men 
then 
moved 
what they believed were 
the drugs to storage loca- 
tions around the city of 
Melbourne. Two more ship- 
ments came in May and 
June, and the syndicate 
was also linked to a De- 
cember shipment, Austra- 
lian police said. 
In New Zealand, police said 
the syndicate tried to hide 
more than three-quarters 
of a ton of meth in a ship- 
ment of maple syrup, the 
largest such shipment that 
had been intercepted at 
New Zealand’s border.q 


The morning light illuminate the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe, or the Holocaust 
Memorial in Berlin, Germany, Thursday, June 15, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Germany to give $1.4 billion to Holocaust survivors globally in 2024 


In this photo provided by the Australian Federal Police a man is 
taken into custody in Melbourne, Wednesday, June 14, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Drug syndicate hid meth in syrup, oil bound for Down Under 
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BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — A federal judge 
in Argentina has called 
on Interpol to detain four 
Lebanese citizens, so they 
can be questioned for their 
suspected role in the 1994 
bombing of the AMIA Jew- 
ish community center that 
killed 85 people. 
“Regarding these individu- 
als, there are well-founded 
suspicions that they are 
collaborators or operation- 
al agents of the … armed 
wing of Hezbollah,” judge 
Daniel Rafecas wrote in a 
resolution dated June 13 
that the Associated Press 
obtained Thursday. 


Argentine 
prosecutors 
have long alleged that Ira- 
nian officials used the Leb- 
anon-based militant group 
Hezbollah to carry out the 
deadly attack. Iran has 
long denied any involve- 
ment in the incident. 
Both the United States and 
Argentina have designat- 
ed Hezbollah as a terrorist 
organization. Most of the 
Lebanese citizens now be- 
ing sought by Rafecas have 
ties to the porous tri-border 
region that connects Ar- 
gentina, Brazil and Para- 
guay and that the United 
States has long said is a hub 
for terrorism financing. 


Rafecas has called for the 
detention of Hussein Mounir 
Mouzannar, who has a Par- 
aguayan national ID and 
could be living either in Par- 
aguay or Brazil, as well as 
Farouk Abdul Hay Omairi, a 
naturalized Brazilian citizen 
whose last known address 
was on the Brazilian side of 
the tri-border region. 
The other two people who 
are sought for questioning 
are Ali Hussein Abdallah, a 
naturalized Brazilian citizen 
who has both Brazilian and 
Paraguayan 
passports, 
and Abdallah Salman, who 
is believed to be living in 
Beirut.q 


By NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Pope Francis’ 
Jesuit religious order said 
Thursday it has expelled a 
prominent Slovenian priest 
from the congregation fol- 
lowing allegations of sexu- 
al, spiritual and psychologi- 
cal abuses against adult 
women. 
A statement from the Je- 
suits, obtained by The As- 
sociated Press on Thursday, 
said the Rev. Marko Ivan 
Rupnik was dismissed from 
the Jesuit order by decree 
on June 9 “due to stubborn 
refusal to observe the vow 
of obedience.” 
Rupnik is one of the most 
celebrated 
religious 
art- 
ists in the Catholic Church, 
whose mosaics decorate 
churches 
and 
basilicas 
around the world, including 
at the Vatican. 
Late last year, the Jesu- 
its acknowledged he had 
been accused by several 
women of sexual, spiritual 
and psychological abuses 
over a 30-year period. But 
he had largely escaped 
punishment, 
apparently 
thanks in part to his exalted 
status in the church and at 
the Vatican, where even 
Francis’ role in the case 
came into question. 
The Jesuit statement said 
Rupnik has 30 days to ap- 


peal the expulsion order. 
He remains a priest, just not 
a Jesuit priest, and has no 
authority to celebrate any 
sacraments 
publicly. 
He 
could eventually join a dio- 
cese, but such a process 
would take years and re- 
quire a bishop to agree to 
take him in. 
The Rupnik scandal ex- 
ploded in December when 
Italian blogs and websites 
reported that consecrated 
women had complained 
for years about abuse by 
him, only to have their 


claims discredited or cov- 
ered up by Rupnik’s superi- 
ors. The case posed a prob- 
lem for the Vatican and the 
Jesuits because of suspi- 
cions that the charismatic 
priest received preferential 
treatment by the Holy See, 
where a Jesuit pope reigns 
and Jesuit priests are in top 
positions at the sex abuse 
office. 
After the allegations erupt- 
ed, the Jesuits reluctantly 
admitted Rupnik had been 
declared excommunicat- 
ed in 2020 for having com- 


mitted one of the gravest 
crimes in church law — us- 
ing the confessional to ab- 
solve a woman with whom 
he had engaged in sexual 
activity — but had repent- 
ed and had the sanction 
quickly removed. 
The next year, Rupnik was 
accused by nine women 
of having sexually, psy- 
chologically and spiritually 
abused them in the 1990s 
at a community he co- 
founded in Slovenia. Even 
though the Jesuits recom- 
mended a church trial, the 


Vatican’s sex abuse office 
refused to waive the stat- 
ute of limitations and de- 
clared the crimes too old 
to prosecute. 
That outcome underscored 
how the Catholic hierarchy 
routinely refuses to consider 
spiritual and sexual abuse 
of adult women as a crime 
that must be punished, 
but rather a mere lapse of 
priestly chastity that can be 
forgiven, without consid- 
ering the trauma it causes 
victims. After the scandal, 
the Jesuits invited anyone 
with other claims against 
Rupnik to come forward, 
and 15 people did. 
The 
Jesuits 
then 
asked 
Rupnik to respond, but he 
refused, according to the 
statement Thursday. 
“Thus, we forced Father 
Marko Rupnik to change 
communities and accept a 
new mission in which we of- 
fered him one last chance 
as a Jesuit to come to terms 
with his past and to give 
a clear signal to the many 
aggrieved 
people 
who 
were testifying against him 
to enter a path of truth,” 
the statement said. “Faced 
with Marko Rupnik’s re- 
peated refusal to obey this 
mandate, we were unfortu- 
nately left with only one so- 
lution: resignation from the 
Society of Jesus.” q 


Pope Francis is flanked by Jesuits’ superior general Arturo Sosa Abascal, left, after presiding a 
mass on March 12, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Jesuits expel prominent priest after allegations of sexual, spiritual 
and psychological abuse 


A plaque with the word in Spanish “Remember” and the names 
of the victims of the 1994 terrorist attack on the the Jewish 
community center AMIA is placed inside the AMIA compound 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Feb. 8, 2013. 
Associated Press 


Argentine judge calls for detention of four Lebanese citizens in 
AMIA bombing probe 
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Aruban legends: 
Frenchman’s Pass 


(Oranjestad)—If you ever plan on 
taking a group tour of the island, 
you may pass through the French- 
man’s Pass in Balashi. The French- 
man’s pass (known to locals as 
“Franse Pas”) remains a mysteri- 
ous—and spooky—road of which 
its legend is told from generation to 
generation. 


The history of the Frenchman’s 
pass—and how it got its name— 
dates back to the colonization era, 
when the French tried to colonize 
the island, but were met with an 
angry mob of indigenous settlers, 
refusing to give up their land. How- 
ever, as the French were heavily 
equipped with fire arms, the indig- 
enous settlers began to retreat, 
and hid away in nearby caves. The 
French colonizers tried to smoke 
them out of the caves, but the 
indigenous settlers ended up in- 
haling too much smoke and most 
died in those caves. From then on, 
this passage was known as French- 
man’s Pass, and there have been 
many accounts of spirits roaming 


the area of Spanish Lagoon. 


There are many ghost stories sur- 
rounding this area, but one of the 
most famous one involves a lonely 
hitchhiker, trying to find a ride back 
home in the dark rainy night. 


Some time after trying to hitchhike, 
the man saw a car approaching, 
appearing almost ghost-like in the 
rain. However, since he needed a 
ride real bad, he didn’t think twice 
and jumped in. But to his horror, he 
noticed that the there was no driv- 
er in the front. Paralyzed with fear, 
he didn’t dare to get out, and the 
car started to move. 


When approaching a sharp turn, 
the hitch hiker braced for impact, 
but just when he though the car 
might drive straight off the road 
and crash, he saw a hand ap- 
pear out the window and turn the 
wheel. For the next few turns, the 
hand appeared again. After hav- 
ing had enough, the man decided 
to jump out and he ran to Santa 


Cruz. 


Arriving at a nearby bar, he or- 
dered a drink and began to tell ev- 
eryone about his experience. Ev- 
eryone grew quiet, because they 
realized he wasn’t some drunk 
messing around; he was telling the 
truth. 


Some time later, two men walked 
into the bar and one of them no- 
ticed the hitchhiker. He called 
out to his buddy and said: “Look, 


there’s the idiot who sat in our car 
when we were pushing it!” 


French man’s pass is one of the 
few sites on the island that keeps 
the locals on their toes. While most 
ghost stories may not have real 
grounds—or some may even be 
a set up story for a joke, this pass 
contributes a lot to our culture of 
folkloric story-telling. 


Source: visitaruba.com 


Visit the island’s hidden natural pools 


(Oranjestad)—Amongst 
the countless beaches sur- 
rounding the island that are 
well-known and frequently 
visited, there are an addi- 
tional two “hidden” natural 
pools that are situated in 
the northern coast of the is- 
land, two ideal stops in your 
tour itinerary. 


Conchi (Natural Pool) 
For many years, Conchi 
was the only natural pool 
that we had on the island. 
Located in the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, near Boca Keto 
and the Daimari Ranch, 
Conchi—also known “Cura 
di Turtuga (Turtle’s Cove) or 
just Natural Pool—is reach- 
able with any 4x4 vehicle 
or by foot if you’re up for a 
long hike. However, since it 
is part of the National Park, 
you must first get permission 
from park management to 
enter. You would have to 
purchase a day pass, and 
receive a wristband as 
proof of payment. Once 
you’ve 
completed 
that, 
you are set! 


If you decide to hike from 
the entrance of the Arikok 


National Park, this is also 
possible: do bring plenty 
of protective clothing and 
enough water and food—it 
could take you up to three 
hours to hike there! 


However, when you even- 
tually do get there, you 
will be greeted with crystal 
blue water surrounded by 
a natural rock formation 
that protects you from the 
wild waves on the other 
side. Though the pool is lo- 
cated on the northern side 
of the island (where the sea 
is largely rough and largely 
no suitable for swimming), 
the pool itself is very calm. 
It’s also relatively deep, 
and you can climb up the 
rocks and jump in! 


Cave Pool 
This relatively new pool ap- 
peared just a few years 
ago, when a part of the 
dried up coral cliff floor 
broke off and created 
a partition between the 
ocean and what is now 
the natural pool that is hid- 
den there. Because it’s still 
so new, there is no official 
name for it, but most peo- 


ple just call it the cave pool. 


Just like the Conchi, the 
new natural pool is situated 
on the northern coast of 
Aruba. However, this pool is 
much easier to reach with 
any type of vehicle, and 
there is no hiking needed. 
This spot has also become 
a regular stop for touring 
visitors. 


When you get there, may- 
be you won’t be able to 
spot the pool immediately, 
because you will probably 
notice the moon-shaped 
lagoon where wild northern 
waves crash into each oth- 
er. Sounds scary, but if you 
look down on your right, 
you’ll see a calm, crystal 
blue little pool in the cor- 
ner. To get there, you have 
to climb down some stairs. 
Be careful when climbing 
down and follow the in- 
structions of your tour guide 
if you have one. 


And just like Conchi, this 
pool also has a jumping 
spot, and a rope to climb 
back up the boulder. q 


Picture of cave pool is credited to RockaBeach Tours 


local 
Friday 16 June 2023 
a8 


Why You Should Not Miss Aruba’s Free City Center Street Car Tour 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba’s City 
Center Street Car - or as we 
call it in Dutch; “Tram van 
Oranjestad’ - is a single 


track tram line in Oranjes- 
tad, the capital city of Aru- 
ba. It was inaugurated on 
22 December 2012, being 


the first and so far the only 
passenger rail service on 
Aruba and the rest of the 
Dutch Caribbean. 


There are two trolleys, a 
single-deck one with 42 
seats and a double-decker 
with 64 seats. The line was 
inspired by the popular 
battery-powered streetcar 
operation at the Grove in 
Los Angeles, USA. Aruba’s 
streetcars are powered by 
hydrogen fuel cells, which 
are charged by the island’s 
year-round trade winds. 


Caya Betico Croes, mostly 
referred to as our “main 
street” has been devel- 
oped into a pollution-free 
pedestrian mall. The dou- 
ble-decker offers you a 360 
degree view of the down 
town area with a picture 
perfect scenery of the is- 
land’s clear blue skies. Who 
would not enjoy a ride on 
this beautiful and naturally 
air-conditioned vehicle? 


The tour consists of a total 
of 9 stops approximately 
200 
meters 
apart 
from 


each other; all stops are 
clearly marked. The tram 
will bring you close to dif- 
ferent museums, historical 
plazas, 
monuments, 
the 
Protestant church, Aruba’s 
high- end mall, retail shops, 
and a variety of local and 
international cuisine res- 
taurants. The “I love Aruba” 
trademark also belongs to 
that list. The third stop on 
the route is close to a 5-min- 
ute walk to the famous Re- 
naissance Marina show- 
casing luxurious yachts and 
Aruba’s blue waters. 


The “Tram van Oranjestad” 
starts from a balloon loop 
near the Port of Call and 
serves the downtown area 
and ends at Plaza Nicky. 
The first ride starts at 10:00 
am sharp with intervals of 
25minutes. The last trolley 
departs from the cruise 
port at 5:00 pm. Don’t miss 
this tour of the beautiful 
Aruba’s City Center – it is 
free for all!q 
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World Sea Turtle Day 


ORANJESTAD - On June 
16, the United Nations cel- 
ebrates World Sea Turtle 
Day to draw attention to 
the plight of sea turtles and 
promote conservation ef- 
forts. 


Seven species of sea turtles 
are listed as vulnerable or 
endangered on the world 
conservation list due to hu- 
man activity or artificially 
created 
environmental 
conditions. , Four of the sev- 
en sea turtle species regu- 
larly stop by Aruba to rest or 
lay eggs on the sand. Sea 
turtles prefer the ideal con- 
ditions of Aruba. The hawks- 
bill turtle (Eretmochelys im- 
bricata), the loggerhead 
turtle (Caretta caretta), the 
green sea turtle (Chelonian 
mydas), and the leather- 
back turtle (Dermochelys 
coriacea) are the four sea 
turtles that go to Aruba. 


The Kemp's ridley sea turtle 
(Lepidochelys 
kempii) 
is 
the sea turtle that is most in 
danger. 


The main threats to sea tur- 


tles are: 
Help and support organiza- 
tions that protect sea tur- 
tles, such as Turtuga Aruba. 
Donate to Turtuga Aruba or 
become a volunteer mem- 
ber; 
reduce the use of plastic 
and lower its impact: use 
reusable products when 
you go to the beach and 
avoid 
single-use 
plastic. 
Oxybenzone-containing 
products 
are 
prohibited 
because they affect coral 
reefs, the food source for 
sea turtles; 
when boating, act respon- 
sibly - Watch out for sea 
turtles; 
report the presence of sea 
turtles on the shores to Tur- 
tuga Aruba; If you see a sea 
turtle on the beach or no- 
tice sea turtle tracks on the 
beach, contact Turtuga 
Aruba at 592-9393. Do not 
disturb or touch sea turtles, 
and do not photograph 
with a flash as this disori- 
ents them. Turtuga Aruba 
monitors sea turtle activity 
near Aruba and shares this 
data with the Department 
of nature and Environment 


(DNM); 
if you snorkel or dive and 
want to photograph sea 
turtles, do so from a safe 
distance and do not ap- 
proach the sea turtles, this 
is against the law; 
choose sustainable sea- 
food farmed sustainably 
and in compliance with the 
law; 
protect sea turtles and their 
habitat and teach others 
about sea turtles and their 
value.Poaching: Illegal kill- 
ing of sea turtles for their 
meat, eggs, or shells for 
consumption or illicit sale; 
Loss 
of 
Habitat: 
Sand 
beaches are necessary for 
sea turtles to lay their eggs 
because they make it sim- 
pler for the hatchlings to 
emerge and move around. 
Coastal development de- 
stroy their habitat. Newborn 
sea turtles are confused by 
the lights from these near- 
by structures, which makes 
them crawl away from the 
beach rather than toward 
it, which can be fatal. 
Accidental 
Catch 
(by- 
catch): Sea turtles often 
become entangled in fish- 


ing nets or fish traps set to 
catch fish. 
Plastic pollution: Sea turtles 
often mistake plastic bags 
for jellyfish, their primary 
food source. It can be fatal 
since it obstructs the diges- 
tive tract. 
Climate change: Sea lev- 
els are rising due to climate 
change, flooding beach- 
side nests. Sea surface 
temperatures also alter by 
climate 
change, 
which 
changes the sex of young 
sea turtles and causes an 
imbalance. 


What can we do to help 
protect sea turtles? 
Help and support organiza- 
tions that protect sea tur- 
tles, such as Turtuga Aruba. 
Donate to Turtuga Aruba or 
become a volunteer mem- 
ber; 
reduce the use of plastic 
and lower its impact: use 
reusable products when 
you go to the beach and 
avoid 
single-use 
plastic. 
Oxybenzone-containing 
products 
are 
prohibited 
because they affect coral 
reefs, the food source for 


sea turtles; 
when boating, act respon- 
sibly - Watch out for sea 
turtles; 
report the presence of sea 
turtles on the shores to Tur- 
tuga Aruba; If you see a sea 
turtle on the beach or no- 
tice sea turtle tracks on the 
beach, contact Turtuga 
Aruba at 592-9393. Do not 
disturb or touch sea turtles, 
and do not photograph 
with a flash as this disori- 
ents them. Turtuga Aruba 
monitors sea turtle activity 
near Aruba and shares this 
data with the Department 
of nature and Environment 
(DNM); 
if you snorkel or dive and 
want to photograph sea 
turtles, do so from a safe 
distance and do not ap- 
proach the sea turtles, this 
is against the law; 
choose sustainable sea- 
food farmed sustainably 
and in compliance with the 
law; 
protect sea turtles and their 
habitat and teach others 
about sea turtles and their 
value.q 
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Part 2 
Aruba`s Paleo lithic hunters and gatherers 
Nothing stood in their path, as we have mentioned in our first episode 


It would be yesterday if we 
ask Pachamama in terms of 
her existence so to speak, 
since the last ice age melt 
down took place. However 
this was what is believed 
to have opened new hunt- 
ing territory and navigable 
waters for the early archaic 
hunter, explorer and ex- 
ploiter. 


Endurance and intrepid- 
ness had found the means 
of a pretty good life, how- 
ever very mobile and on 
a constant move when it 
was time to pick up camp. 
But if food and resource 
were in abundance the 
urge to move became less 
necessary. In other words 
they were a semi nomadic 
people 
of 
convenience 
that exploited the avail- 
able goods and supply in 
a specific area or zone. In 
this aspect the island must 
have been very attractive 
to come back after one 
season or more, discover- 
ing the plenty the island 
had to offer in those early 
days. It must have provided 
also a peaceful existence 


and plenty of leisure time, 
with medium and small 
game, 
marine 
animals, 
and batholite boulders that 
offer great shelter but most 
important there were fresh 
water reservoirs that of- 
fered yearlong sustainable 
clean and fresh water sup- 
plies. 


Early tool technology 
Technological 
similarities 
between the stone tools 


elaboration of North Amer- 
ica Paleo-Natives and of 
their South American cous- 
ins is an evident beyond 
any reasonable doubt and 
unlikely that simple bifacial 
worked, stone projectile 
points would have been 
invented 
independently 
during the same period in 
time, on both continents. 
It is inconceivable that this 
would 
have 
happened. 
Rather than representing 
cultures divergent on a 
major time scale, the early 
Paleo-Indian lithic industries 
in South America are fairly 
closely and obviously tied 
to North American ante- 
cedents. Other specialized 
artifacts of the early indus- 
tries are also nearly identi- 
cal, such as snub-nosed 
end scrapers, thumbnail 
scrapers, gravers, notched 
tools, bifacial knife-scrap- 
ers, and flake scrapers with 
retouch 
from 
alternate 
sides. 


Artifacts made out of lo- 
cal stone, shells coral and 
bones were found in shell 
maidens, burials while rock 
art sites scattered on the 


island composes the ma- 
jority of what can be con- 
sidered scarce teachings 
for generations, evidence 
that constitutes the record 
for this time in human his- 
tory. Just as in other places. 
Stones and rocks where in 
abundance 
everywhere 
on the island. Each differ- 
ent lithic material was ap- 
plied according to their 
strength and conditions. 
Some of them where trans- 
formed into weights for 
fishing nets, sling shots, bo- 
leadoras, color pigments, 
arrow heads, axes and 
scrapers among other. Lo- 
cal bifacial series present 
some common features, 
but are chiefly character- 
ized by range in diversity of 
blank types, whereas the 
heavy-duty 
component 
presents in the material to 
fabricate bifacial axes that 
wherelimited to specific is- 
land quarries. 


The blueish original color 
Pic 2, where this bifacial 
axe is chipped recently, 
contrasts the lighter color 
shown on the entire exte- 
rior represents thousands 


of years exposed to the 
elements, since the time it 
was dropped or left there 
on the floor obtaining its 
patina. 


Interpreting century’s old 
information 
recollected 
with the goal of study and 
analyzes, is why lithic uten- 
sils, pollen, animal bones 
and burial grounds are ex- 
cavated is all about. In vari- 
ous places on the island ar- 
chaic hunters activities was 
present. However it takes 
a trained eye to read the 
earth`s surface for clues. 
Finding evidence to sup- 
port the theory that the Pa- 
leolithic man had to dedi- 
cate himself and master 
various tasks and technics 
in order to conquer his en- 
vironment is essential. 


We trust that as scientific 
disciplines applied tech- 
nologies 
become 
more 
and more accurate as well 
as accessible new findings 
will reveal an unimagina- 
ble window of discoveries. 
Separating the did`s and 
did nots during the Paleo 
hunters travels in the Pan 
Caribbean area and more 
precisely Aruba. 


Now it is to imagine nomad- 
ic family groups, bands and 
clans of approximately 30 
individuals, arriving in dub 
out canoes with animals 
and vegetation that was 
not here before practic- 
ing and primitive agro cul- 
ture. Also prime materials 
were imported in the form 
of chert since it was not vi- 
able on the island. Family 
groups of ages between 
47 for those who have seen 
better day to a new born. 
Excavation 
production 
can tells us a lot regarding 
health and believes height, 
what they ate, etc. in what 
conditions they must had 
survived locally. One of 
these excavated sites is 
Malmok.q 


Source; Island Insight Column 
by Etnia Nativa. 
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Food culture in Aruba 


(Oranjestad) - Like many 
other cultures, an impor- 
tant aspect of the Aruban 
cultural identity is our con- 
nection to food and food 
traditions. The local food 
traditions consist of a melt- 
ing pot of different cultural 
and religious eating habits 
and dishes. 


Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
The routine of breakfast, 
lunch and dinner on the 
island is one that does not 
completely follow a Euro- 
pean or American routine, 
despite the major influ- 
ences from these parts of 
the world on our culture 
and way of living. When it 
comes to the three impor- 
tant meals of the day, most 
of the Aruban population 
follows a Latin-American in- 
fluenced routine. 


Breakfast 
Breakfast in Aruba is quite 
simple: a cup of coffee 
or tea, some bread, and 
sometimes an egg. Some- 
times, due to the need of 
a quick “to-go” breakfast, 
you may also find many 
snack trucks and cafes that 
sell sandwiches, pastechis 
(meat pie), arepas and 
empanadas early in the 
morning. 


Main Meal 
The main meal is typically 
eaten in most households 
around noon or in the af- 
ternoon. This can consist of 
meat, fish, and chicken— 
stewed or fried—with fun- 
chi (polenta) or rice with 
stewed vegetables. Often, 
fried or boiled plantain 
or pan bati (Aruban pan- 
cake) is included. Stews are 
a staple in Aruban cuisine 
and can are largely influ- 
enced by Latin-American 
and Latin/Afro-Caribbean 
Stews. Some of the more 
unique stews and soups 
from the ABC Islands* in- 
clude sopi di bonchi cora 
(red kidney bean soup with 
pig tail), sopi mondongo 
(tripe soup), carni stoba 
(beef stew), comcomber 
stoba (West Indian gherkin 
stew) and much more. 


Dinner Time 
Dinner time can vary signifi- 
cantly from household to 
household. Unlike the U.S. 


or in Europe, dinner time 
typically does not consist 
of a whole (warm) meal. In- 
stead, the evening “meal” 
can typically consist of 
something lighter, like a 
sandwich, though it is not 
uncommon to see leftovers 
from the main meal reheat- 
ed and eaten again. Tea 
and coffee are often also 


served with the evening 
snack. 


(Religious) Holidays 
Christmas is probably the 
biggest global holiday, and 
every culture has its own 
spin on what their Christmas 
cuisine entails. In Aruba, our 
Christmas cuisine is again 
largely based on Latin- 


American influences, most 
notably form Venezuela. 
Ayacas and the famous 
pan di ham* are two cru- 
cial holiday dishes, along 
with stuffed turkey, roasted 
glazed ham topped with 
pineapples, arroz con pollo 
(rice and chicken) and po- 
tato salad, among other 
items. Traditional drinks in- 


clude ponche crema (Aru- 
ban eggnog), chuculati 
pinda (hot chocolate with 
peanut butter), and home- 
made fruit punch. Desserts 
include, bolo di pistachio 
(pistachio cake), bolo di 
cashupete (cashew cake), 
quesillo (flan), bolo preto 
(dark fruit cake), drigidek 
(gingerbread), pan boyo 
(bread cake) and more. 


Snacks and tasty delights 
Besides meals and dishes 
that are eaten on the din- 
ner table, Aruba also has a 
food tradition that includes 
snacks and other tasty de- 
lights that you may eas- 
ily find around the island. 
These include, Saco*, bas- 
ket, pastechi, kroket, dedi- 
tos, Johnny cake and more. 
These snacks are usually 
sold at local snack trucks 
and cafes, often located 
on the side of the road. In 
the area of Tanki Leendert 
and Tanki flip, for example, 
there are many of these 
trucks parked on the side 
of the road and often open 
until late at night—offering 
tasty and filling snacks post 
night-life fun. 


*ABC Islands: Aruba, Bo- 
naire and Curacao 
*Pan di ham: Derived from 
the Venezuelan Pan de 
Jamon (rolled up bread 
with ham, raisins and olives) 
*Saco: Saco literally means 
“bag”. Saco contains fried 
potatoes, plantains, chick- 
en (and ribs) and a Johnny 
cake, served in a paper 
bag. 


Source: Voeding, voedings- 
gewoonten en gerechten 
op Aruba (Nutrition, Food 
Traditions and Dishes on 
Aruba) by Biblioteca Na- 
cional Arubaq 
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By SAM KEMMIS 
of NerdWallet 
Planning travel can be a 
daunting 
maze. 
Guide- 
books, by their nature, send 
all readers to the same des- 
tinations. And web search- 
es can yield an unhelpful 
mess of content. 
Yet some tech-savvy trav- 
elers are finding success 
using artificial intelligence 
chatbots like ChatGPT and 
Bard to inspire and plan 
their 
vacations, 
treating 
these services like free, on- 
demand travel agents. 
“I liked the idea of ChatGPT 
because it gives you a very 
clear list,” says Alpa Patel, 
an avid traveler based out 
of New York City. 
Patel has been planning 
a family trip to Edinburgh, 
Scotland, for the summer. 
After getting frustrated with 
the 
cookie-cutter 
travel 
websites 
served 
up 
by 
Google, she had an idea: 
Why not ask ChatGPT for 


some advice? 
“I started with the best 
places to stay and it gave 
me a list of neighborhoods, 
along with the best hotels. 
I actually picked my ho- 
tel through that list,” Patel 
says. 
SET YOUR PREFERENCES 
Although Patel enjoyed the 
simplicity of these respons- 
es, she quickly found an- 
other reason why AI chat- 


bots like ChatGPT can be 
useful for travel planning: 
customization. 
Google was giving her end- 
less recommendations for 
the Scottish Highlands, but 
Patel’s younger son gets 
carsick, so she didn’t think 
it would be feasible for him 
to spend hours in a car to 
get there. She found Chat- 
GPT was able to give her 
reasonable alternatives.q 


People pass through Salt Lake City International Airport 
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023, in Salt Lake City. 
Associated Press 


Millennial Money: How to use ChatGPT 
to plan your next trip 


ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Last 
year marked a return to 
normal for the theme park 
industry around the world 
with operators reporting 
revenues, and in some cas- 
es attendance, at par or 
above pre-pandemic lev- 
els, according to a new re- 
port. Globally, the theme 
park industry hit a peak in 
2019, the year before the 
spread of the COVID-19 vi- 
rus forced many parks and 
attractions to shut down 
temporarily and then re- 
open with restrictions on 
attendance. Many opera- 
tors focused on improving 
visitor experiences through 
adapting app-based tech- 
nologies and that paid off 
with revenues in 2022 that 
surpassed 2019 levels, even 
if attendance had not 
bounced back in the same 
way, according to the re- 
port released Wednesday 
by the Themed Entertain- 
ment Association and AE- 
COM, the design and en- 
gineering firm.q 


In this Jan. 22, 2015 file photo, visitors walk toward the Sleeping 
Beauty’s Castle in the background at Disneyland Resprt in 
Anaheim, Calif. 


Associated Press 


Theme parks bounced back in 2022 
from pandemic lows 


safety officials and life- 
guards are notified when a 
shark swims within range of 
an acoustic receiver. 
This year, researchers are 
attaching more camera 
sensors to the predators. 
They capture more than 
just video. The sensors can 
detect a shark’s depth, di- 
rection, surrounding water 
temperature and whether 
it’s accelerating or slow- 
ing down. The technology 
allows scientists to monitor 
the sharks on a second-by- 
second basis, Skomal said. 
Megan Winton, a staff sci- 
entist at the Atlantic White 
Shark Conservancy, calls 
it giving smartphones to 
sharks. “They’re outfitted 
with an incredible array of 
sensors that tell us about 
the animal’s movements 
and their environment,” 
she said, adding that it’s 


“essentially just riding on 
the back of a white shark.” 
The information is down- 
loaded to a free app 
available to the public to 
reduce encounters and 
promote safety. 
One video captured by a 
camera tag clamped to a 
shark’s dorsal fin shows the 
predator moving into wa- 
ter about 4 feet (1.2 me- 
ters) deep close to shore 
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Property land 
Palm beach 771 m2 ( 
8298,875sq feet) 
Prime location near a condo 
project 
5 min walk to palm beach 
Price : $252,800 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Caribbean Palm Village 
1 Br wk 23 room 1305 $2,5K 


1 Br wk 23 room 7104 $2K 


1 Br 23 room 2105 $2,5K 


2 Br wk 23 room 2101 $3K 


2 Br wk 23 room 5210 $2,5 K 


Call: 001-297-526-2883 


Laura.croes@cpvr.com 


________________________________216730 


Caribbean Palm Village 
1 Br wk 22 room 5105 $2,5K 


1 Br wk 22 room 7102 $2K 


1 Br 22 room 1301 $2,5K 


2 Br wk 22 room 5109 $3K 


2 Br wk 22 room 7202 $2,5 K 


Call: 001-297-526-2883 


Laura.croes@cpvr.com 


________________________________216730 


Caribbean Palm Village 
1 Br wk 24 room 7303 $2,5K 


1 Br wk 24 room 5306 $2K 


1 Br wk 24 room 1207 $2,5K 


2 Br wk 24 room 5109 $3K 


2 Br wk 24 room 7308 $2,5 K 


Call: 001-297-526-2883 


Laura.croes@cpvr.com 


________________________________216730 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle: Tel. 587 9011 
San Lucas : Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By MARK PRATT 
Associated Press 
Scientists monitoring the 
white shark population in 
the waters off Massachu- 
setts’ Cape Cod are at- 
taching improved sensors, 
including cameras, to the 
predators to help scien- 
tists keep track of their 
whereabouts and to keep 
beachgoers informed and 
safe, researchers said Tues- 
day. 
The program comes just as 
tourists are filling up hotels 
and rental properties on 
the Cape for the summer 
and white sharks are re- 
turning in greater numbers 
to feed on the region’s 
abundant seals. 
Interactions 
between 
white sharks and humans 
are rare. But the risk is still 
there. There have been 
five in Massachusetts since 
2012 three of them classi- 
fied as bites, one of which 
was fatal, said Greg Skom- 
al, the state Division of Ma- 
rine Fisheries shark expert. 
“So as a result, we’ve in- 
tensified our research off 
the Cape to study various 
aspects of white shark be- 
havior,” Skomal said. 
For more than a decade, 
the fisheries division and 
the 
nonprofit 
Atlantic 
White Shark Conservancy 
have tagged about 300 
sharks with acoustic sensors 
that emit a high-frequency 
sound to an array of receiv- 
ers along the coast. Public 


In this May 22, 2019, file photo, a shark warning warns beachgoers 
at Lecount Hollow Beach in Wellfleet, Mass. 


Associated Press 


‘Smartphones’ for sharks: Scientists upgrade sensors 
to keep track of Cape Cod’s white sharks 


to go after a seal, stirring 
up a storm of sand from 
the bottom. The seal ulti- 
mately escaped. 
Sharks are patient hunters. 
“They slowly patrol the 
shoreline 
very 
methodi- 
cally until they essentially 
have a chance to make 
their move,” Winton said. 
The technology also has 
provided insight into how 
curious sharks are. They 
have been seen coming 
to the surface to nibble a 
lobster buoy or check out 
a bird or some other piece 
of flotsam, she said. 
Researchers 
also 
have 
started using drones to 
help 
spot 
sharks 
from 
above, a method that has 
been used in other parts of 
the world, including Austra- 
lia, Skomal said. q 
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By SYLVIA HUI and MARIA 
SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Artificial 
intelligence has been used 
to extract John Lennon’s 
voice from an old demo 
to create “the last Beatles 
record,” decades after the 
band broke up, Paul Mc- 
Cartney said Tuesday. 
McCartney, 80, told the 
BBC that the technology 
was used to separate the 
Beatles’ voices from back- 
ground sounds during the 
making of director Peter 
Jackson’s 2021 documen- 
tary series, “The Beatles: 
Get Back.” The “new” song 
is set to be released later 
this year, he said. 
Jackson was “able to ex- 
tricate John’s voice from a 
ropey little bit of cassette 


and a piano,” McCartney 
told BBC radio. “He could 
separate them with AI, he’d 
tell the machine ‘That’s a 


voice, this is a guitar, lose 
the guitar’.” 
“So when we came to 
make what will be the last 


Beatles record, it was a 
demo that John had that 
we worked on,” he add- 
ed. “We were able to take 
John’s voice and get it 
pure through this AI so then 
we could mix the record as 
you would do. It gives you 
some sort of leeway.” 
McCartney didn’t identify 
the name of the demo, 
but the BBC and others 
said it was likely to be an 
unfinished 1978 love song 
by Lennon called “Now 
and Then.” The demo was 
included on a cassette la- 
beled “For Paul” that Mc- 
Cartney 
had 
received 
from Lennon’s widow, Yoko 
Ono, the BBC reported. 
McCartney described AI 
technology as “kind of 
scary but exciting,” add- 
ing: “We will just have to 


see where that leads.” 
The 
same 
technology 
enabled 
McCartney 
to 
“duet” virtually with Len- 
non, who was murdered in 
1980, on “I’ve Got a Feel- 
ing” last year at Glaston- 
bury Festival. 
Holly Herndon, a multidis- 
ciplinary artist with a doc- 
torate in composition from 
Stanford University, used 
nascent AI machine tech- 
nology on her last album, 
2019’s “Proto,” and devel- 
oped Holly+, an online pro- 
tocol that allows the public 
to upload tracks to be rein- 
terpreted and performed 
by a deepfake version of 
her voice. She theorizes 
that the Beatles’ record- 
ing was likely created using 
a process called “source 
separation.”q 


By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
Tyler Rake was clinically 
dead when we last saw him 
at the end of “Extraction,” 
tumbling over a bridge in 
Bangladesh with a fatal, 
burbling bullet wound to 
his neck. But death is no 
match for Netflix. 
Chris 
Hemsworth 
returns 
as the sad-sack, gun-for- 
hire Rake in “Extraction 2” 
and you’ll thank the giant 
streamer for such a nifty bit 
of resurrection because this 
franchise is pure cinematic 
adrenalin. 
The new movie comes 
two years after a surpris- 
ingly good first installment, 
which saw Rake intervene 
in a feud between two ri- 
val drug dealers, survive 
numerous double-crosses, 
ask things like “How many 
hostiles onsite?” and lob 
an inexhaustible number of 
grenades. 
How he survived it all stuns 
even his friends. Emerging 
from a coma in “Extraction 
2,” he is stashed in a re- 
mote chalet in Gmunden, 
Austria, and told to chill out 
learn to knit, go on hikes, try 
to reach mindfulness. “En- 
joy retirement,” he is told. 
If he did there would be no 


“Extraction 2.” 
Inevitably, a new extrac- 
tion job comes along, so 
cue the getting-in-shape 
montage 
of 
Hemsworth 
doing pushups in the snow, 
splitting firewood, pushing 
a sled filled with rocks and 
some light ax throwing. 
Somehow, the “Extraction” 
movies lean into all the cli- 
ches but they don’t feel 
old. 
Hemsworth is re-joined here 
by Marvel Comic Universe– 
screenwriter Joe Russo and 


stunt-specialist-turned-di- 
rector Sam Hargrave, but 
their ace-in-the-hole is their 
cinematographers, 
who 
create impossibly long sin- 
gle takes of complicated 
fighting or driving scenes 
that put the viewer directly 
into the action like few oth- 
er thrillers. 
Last time it was Newton 
Thomas Sigel. This time, 
Greg Baldi stages a breath- 
less rescue from inside the 
winding tunnels of a bru- 
tal Georgian prison, com- 


plete with a full riot, a flam- 
ing police shield used as a 
weapon, a car chase with 
motorcycles and rockets, a 
race through a factory and 
then onto a train moving 
40 mph, where helicopters 
are shot down and there’s 
more hand-to-hand com- 
bat aboard. It’s a 20-min- 
ute tour-de-force the kind 
of sequence that brings 
you up from your seat to 
applaud, even if you’re on 
your couch. And there’s 
more than an hour to go. 


“Extraction 2” seems to 
have more money this time 
around I’m sure they’d like 
to apologize for using a lot 
of it to trash downtown Vi- 
enna but unlike other ac- 
tion franchises, it doesn’t 
waste it on pretty excur- 
sions to Paris museums or 
five-star Tokyo hotels. 
The strength of these mov- 
ies has always been being 
down in the mud, streets 
and dirt, with the sound of 
spent cartridges pinging off 
concrete. These charac- 
ters sweat and they bruise, 
even if many look fabulous 
in sunglasses. 
The baddies here are similar 
to the first installment a pair 
of powerful, scarred broth- 
ers who run heroin and 
guns in Georgia and are 
quiet-talking psychopaths, 
the kind who whisper a 
metaphor and then plunge 
a rake into your throat. 
We learn a bit more about 
Rake and even meet mem- 
bers of his extended family, 
but he remains a one-note 
emotionally 
suppressed 
man. One knock on the 
franchise is that it hasn’t 
been able to take advan- 
tage of Hemsworth’s hu- 
mor, like Marvel has done 
with his Thor. q 


This image released by Netflix shows Chris Hemsworth in a scene from “Extraction 2.” 


Associated Press 


Chris Hemsworth returns in ‘Extraction 2,’ a gun-for-hire who pulls 
you completely in 


Paul McCartney and Nancy Shevell pose for photographers 
upon arrival for the premiere of the film ‘If These Walls Could 
Sing’ in London, Monday, Dec. 12, 2022. 


Associated Press 


The Beatles are releasing their ‘last’ record. AI helped make it possible 
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By AARON BEARD 
AP Sports Writer 
An annual study review- 
ing diversity hiring for Major 
League Baseball reported 
a record low of Black play- 
ers on opening day ros- 
ters for the second straight 
year. 
Thursday’s report card from 
The Institute for Diversity 
and Ethics in Sport at Cen- 
tral Florida issued an over- 
all grade of C-plus, with a 
B for racial hiring and a C 
for gender hiring. The report 
examined a range of posi- 
tions at MLB’s headquarters 
and within franchises us- 
ing data collected by the 
league from March shortly 
before the start of the 2023 
season. 
Those grades were similar 
to the previous year, when 
the league had a B-minus 
overall, a B for race and a 
C-plus for gender. 
But the study found Black 
players 
represented 
just 
6.2% of players on open- 
ing day rosters, down from 
last year’s previous record 
low of 7.2%. Both figures 
are the lowest recorded 
in the study since it began 
in 1991, when 18% of MLB 
players were Black. 
TIDES director and lead 


study author Richard Lap- 
chick noted the decline 
comes despite MLB’s im- 
plementation of numerous 
programs to increase Black 
youth participation in the 
U.S. that could ultimately 
move the numbers down 
the line. 
“I think the trend might 
continue another year or 
two until all the programs 
they’ve put in place have 
that type of impact,” Lap- 
chick said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. 
“It’s hard to say. I think 
eventually it’s going to turn 
around in the direction that 
baseball wants. Will it ever 
get back to where it was? 
I’d be surprised if it does.” 
MLB 
didn’t 
immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment about the report 
Thursday afternoon. 
The study’s findings come 
after last year’s World Series 
marked the first time there 
were no U.S.-born Black 
players since 1950, short- 
ly after Jackie Robinson 
broke the MLB color barrier. 
“I think that if it’s possible 
that the player number is 
going to be reversed, then 
it’s going to happen be- 
cause of the efforts (MLB 
is) putting into it,” Lapchick 


said. “But there are other 
factors at play. If you’re a 
13-year-old Black kid grow- 
ing up and you look at 
Black role models in other 
sports and in baseball, 
you’ve got to believe your 
best chance is not in base- 
ball.” 
Still, there are indications of 
potential improvement. 
Four of the first five play- 
ers picked in last summer’s 
amateur draft were Black 
for the first time ever. Those 
four, and more than 300 
MLB players, had partici- 
pated in diversity initiatives 
such as the MLB Youth 
Academy, DREAM Series 
and the Reviving Baseball 
in Inner Cities (RBI) pro- 


gram. 
MLB also has pledged $150 
million in a 10-year part- 
nership with the Players 
Alliance. That nonprofit or- 
ganization of current and 
former players works to in- 
crease Black involvement 
at all levels. 
The study awarded MLB 
with an A-plus for diversity 
initiatives, and not all are 
focused solely on players. 
It referenced the newly 
created 
MLB 
University 
program, a 10-month ca- 
reer-development 
course 
to prepare diverse candi- 
dates for front office or on- 
field roles. The study also 
highlighted 
the 
Diversity 
Pipeline Program to grow 


the pool of qualified wom- 
en and others for opera- 
tions and on-field roles. 
Another 
example: 
the 
league has conducted in- 
person and virtual recruit- 
ing efforts with students at 
Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCU) as 
outreach for summer intern- 
ships, the study reported. 
It’s all part of what Lapchick 
described as baseball “put- 
ting out a maximum effort” 
in diversity efforts. 
TIDES issues annual report 
cards on racial- and gen- 
der-hiring practices in pro- 
fessional leagues and for 
college sports. Thursday’s 
MLB release is the first of the 
2023 season reports.q 


STUTTGART, Germany (AP) 
— French veteran Richard 
Gasquet prevailed on his 


fifth match point to upset 
top-seeded Stefanos Tsitsi- 
pas 7-6 (8), 2-6, 7-5 at the 


Stuttgart Open for his 600th 
ATP tour win on Thursday. 
“It’s incredible to achieve 
it,” Gasquet said. “I’ve 
been 20 years on the tour 
and I took it to this level in 
matches. It’s big for me, so 
I’m very happy with with 
this number. Of course, I will 
try to win some more.” 
Gasquet, who will turn 37 
on Sunday, made a slow 
start as Tsitsipas won the 
first three games but he lev- 
eled for 3-3, then won the 
first set in the tiebreaker. 
Tsitsipas, who was playing 
his first grass-court match 
of 2023, fended off four 
match points — the first 
with his 19th ace — before 
Gasquet finally delivered 
on the fifth. 


“I had five match points. 
It was important for me to 
win this game. You never 
know what can happen in 
a tiebreak,” Gasquet said. 
“So yeah, I was very, very 
happy.” 
The 55th-ranked Gasquet, 
who defeated American 
qualifier 
Christopher 
Eu- 
banks in the first round, next 
faces home favorite Jan- 
Lennard Struff in Friday’s 
quarterfinals. 
“He’s a good guy, a good 
friend, he’s very good. It’s 
really a tough match for 
me, but I have nothing to 
lose and I’ll try my best to 
win,” Gasquet said of play- 
ing Struff, against whom he 
has a 2-0 record. 
Struff defeated fifth-seed- 


ed American Tommy Paul 
7-6 (4), 7-6 (5) earlier Thurs- 
day. The German player 
hit 21 aces but could only 
break once, with Paul sav- 
ing six of the seven break 
points he faced. 
Taylor 
Fritz 
held 
serve 
throughout as he started 
his grass-court season by 
beating Aslan Karatsev 7-6 
(4), 6-3 to reach the quar- 
terfinals. 
Fritz had to save set point 
at 5-4 down in the first set, 
which later went to a tie- 
breaker where Fritz raced 
into a 5-2 lead before seal- 
ing the set. Fritz broke Kar- 
atsev for the first time at 
3-2 in the second set to put 
himself on course for the 
win.q 


Diversity study finds 
percentage of Black MLB 
players at another record low 


The Texas Rangers stand for the playing of the national anthem before an opening day baseball 
game against the Philadelphia Phillies on March 30, 2023, in Arlington, Texas. 
Associated Press 


French veteran Gasquet stuns top-seeded Tsitsipas in Stuttgart for 600th win 


France’s Richard Gasquet returns the ball to Greece’s Stefanos 
Tsitsipas during their round of sixteen tennis match at the ATP 
tennis tournament in Stuttgart, Germany, Thursday, June 15, 
2023. 


Associated Press 
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Fowler, Schauffele break U.S. Open record with 62s 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rickie 
Fowler can always say he 
was the first to shoot 62 in 
the U.S. Open. 
But only by about 15 min- 
utes. 
Xander 
Schauffele 
soon 
matched him on the North 
course 
at 
Los 
Angeles 
Country Club with an 8-un- 
der 62 of his own, making 
Thursday a most extraordi- 
nary day for scoring in the 
major known as the tough- 
est test in golf. 
The tough part was keep- 
ing track of their birdies. 
"It's not really what you ex- 
pect playing a U.S. Open," 
Schauffele said. "But mon- 
key see, monkey do. Was 
just chasing Rickie up the 
leaderboard. Glad he was 
just in front me." 
Fowler was the first, a round 
so remarkable it includ- 
ed two bogeys when he 
missed the green on the 
254-yard 11th and missed 
the fairway on the 17th on 
his front nine. But starting 
with a 15-foot birdie putt 
on the 18th, he ran off four 
straight birdies. The streak 
ended on the par-3 fourth 
when he came 2 inches 
away from holing a long 
bunker shot. 
He set the record with a 
two-putt from just under 
60 feet on the par-5 ninth. 
That's also when he noticed 
the leaderboard. 
"I knew where I was at," 
Fowler said. "I would say 
from the middle of the 
round up until the ninth 
green, our last hole, I didn't 
really know or see any 
scores. And then I saw that 
Xander was at 7 (under) at 
that point, and I'm not sure 
if he even knew where I 
was or anything. 
"But it was kind of cool if 
he did to see he kind of 
latched on and we were 
taking off a bit." 
Schauffele was two groups 
behind and never too far 
away. He lost one birdie 
chance on the short par-4 
sixth by trying to drive the 
green, but then picked up 
a rare birdie on the 258- 
yard seventh hole with 
what he called a "toma- 
hawk 4-iron" to 5 feet. 
"That's pretty much all I have 
in my body," Schauffele 


said. He got up-and-down 
from just short of the green 
on the par-5 eighth, and 
then had a birdie chance 
from just inside 30 feet that 
would have topped Fowler 
and send him into the ma- 
jor championship record 
book alone. He left it short 
and settled for a 62. 
They now share the major 
championship record with 
Branden Grace, who had 
a 62 in the third round at 
Royal Birkdale in the 2017 
British Open. 
Their record day came on 
the 50-year anniversary of 
Johnny Miller posting the 
first 63 in U.S. Open his- 
tory. Since then, five play- 
ers have shot 63 in a U.S. 
Open, most recently Tom- 
my Fleetwood in 2018 at 
Shinnecock Hills. 
Jack Nicklaus and Tom 
Weiskopf each shot 63 in 
the opening round at Bal- 
tusrol in the 1980 U.S. Open, 
which Nicklaus went on to 
win. 
The conditions were prime 
for scoring — overcast, 
mild with barely any wind. 


Condensation in the morn- 
ing felt like a like mist, and it 
kept the greens receptive. 
Even so, the next best score 
from the morning wave 
was a 3-under 67 by a 
group that included Scot- 
tie Scheffler and Bryson De- 
Chambeau. 
The low scoring was sure 
to raise questions about 
LACC, a century-old club 
hosting a major champi- 
onship for the first time. 
Schauffele wasn't interest- 
ed in that. 
"My job is just to play. I 
try not to speculate too 
much," he said. "I'm going 
to take what the course 
can give me, and today it 
gave me a low one." 
He also wasn't expecting 
this to continue. The USGA's 
idea of a good test is some- 
thing around par, and there 
wasn't much that could be 
done against increasing 
depth of talent in golf and 
pristine weather conditions. 
"It's just Thursday. It's literally 
just the first day of a tour- 
nament. It's a good start," 
Schauffele said. "You just 


wait until this place firms 
up. It's going to be nasty." 
It already proved to be 
just that for some players. 
Justin Rose, the Pebble 
Beach winner this year who 
is returning to good form, 
opened with a 76. Justin 
Thomas, Jason Day and 
Tommy Fleetwood could 
only manage 73. 
PGA champion Brooks Ko- 
epka was among the late 
starters and was 3 over 
through his first five holes. 
Masters 
champion 
Jon 
Rahm, playing alongside 
Schauffele, opened with a 
69. That's typically a solid 
start in the U.S. Open. This 
one left him seven shots 
behind. 
Schauffele tends to play his 
best in the U.S. Open — five 
top 10s in his six appear- 
ances, and he has been 
among the elite on the 
PGA Tour the last several 
years even without winning 
a major. 
Fowler is different. He once 
finished in the top 5 at all 
four majors in 2014. But a 
recent slump made a chal- 


lenge just to get in them. 
He was the first alternate 
last year at Brookline and 
had to go home without 
hitting a shot. 
But he went back to in- 
structor Butch Harmon in 
September and has played 
well enough to get back 
into the top 50 in the world 
after being in danger of 
falling out of the top 200 a 
year ago. 
And there he was at a ma- 
jor, putting his name in the 
record book for all the right 
reasons. 
"It's definitely been long 
and tough — a lot longer 
being in that situation than 
you'd ever want to," Fowler 
said. "But it makes it so worth 
it having gone through that 
and being back where we 
are now." 
But even he offered a de- 
gree of caution for the rest 
of the week. 
"There's still plenty of golf 
to be played. It's going to 
be tough tomorrow after- 
noon," he said. "But at least 
got out of the gate and 
we're off to a good start."q 


Rickie Fowler hits from the fairway on the second hole during the first round of the U.S. Open golf tournament at Los Angeles Country 
Club on Thursday, June 15, 2023, in Los Angeles. 
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